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Contact Information

(NRB Chief) Doug Watkins (334) 255-9363

(Installation Forester) James Jennings (334) 255-1661

Natural Resources Branch
Fort Rucker, Alabama
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Thinning Timber

A thinning is a harvest operation in an imma-
ture or mature stand or group of trees to in-
crease the rate of growth of residual timber,
to improve biodiversity, to foster higher qual-
ity forest environments, to improve spacing
and to promote sanitation. Low-thinning is
the primary thinning method used in mature
stands of timber on Fort Rucker. Individual
tree selection is the primary method of mark-
ing mature timber for low thinning. A low
thinning focuses on removing diseased, sup-
pressed and overtopped trees, as well co-
dominants and dominants that most likely
will not survive until the stand is revisited for
subsequent thinning or other harvests.

Fort Rockers thinning efforts becoming more
focused on conservation of existing pine
stands of longleaf pine. Removing intermedi-
ate and/or suppressed under desirable pines
and increased fire frequency and intensity
encourage desired longleaf pines.

Thinning pine plantations and natural pine
stands are a great way of pleasing the aesthet-
ics and health of the stand as well as creating
a great training environment for ground
troops so they can easily maneuver.

Invasive Species

Executive Order 13112: "'Prevent the introduc-
tion of invasive species and provide for their
control and to minimize the economic, ecologi-
cal, and human health impacts that invasive
species cause...”

Fort Rucker Invasive Species;

e Cogon Grass-

The NRB treats Cogon Grass infestations with
chemical applications throughout the growing
stage and geospatially tracks the locations and
herbicide application of each infestation.

Cogﬁxriﬁ r?s\s

Kudzu control is primarily implemented
through chemical applications and targeted by
areas that are to be thinned or classified as a
regeneration area.

Kudzu is very invasive!




